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Welcome Message from the NMRP Coordinator

 
Dear All,

 
 
It is our great pleasure to share with you the inaugural issue of Journal of Maize Research 
and Development (JMRD), a new open access journal is going to be published by National 
Maize Research Program Rampur Chitwan Nepal on December, 2015. JMRD is dedicated to 
the rapid dissemination of high-quality original research and review articles on maize 
breeding, genetics, agronomy, entomology, pathology, post harvest, soil science, botany, 
physiology, conservation agriculture and climate change effect on maize, maize economics, 
up-scaling research on maize and plant biotechnological approaches for maize improvement 
and promotion. Our aim is to serve as a platform for the international scholars, academicians, 
researchers, and extensionists to share the innovative research findings and key development 
issue in maize. 
 
It is my expectation that this journal provides a real ideal forum for exchange of information 
on maize research achievements at national and international level. It provides useful 
information to all maize researchers, scientist, extensionists and academicians in the field of 
maize research and development. I am elated to thank our authors, editors and reviewers, all of 
whom have volunteered to contribute to the success of the journal. I am very much grateful to 
Scientist Jiban Shrestha, our Senior Scientist Tika Bahadur Karki and Scientist Subash Subedi 
at NMRP, the members of editors-in-chief for providing their enormous effort to launch this 
journal. Authors, reviewers and guest editors are always welcomed. Since it is our first 
Endeavour, I strongly urge all of you to cooperate us through comments and suggestions.

 
 
I hope in advance for your valuable contributions to Journal of Maize Research and 
Development.
 
Thank you all.

     Govind K.C. 
NMRP Coordinator 

                                                                                              November15, 2015
 

 



A Message from Editors-in-Chief

National Maize Research Program under Nepal Agricultural Research Council (NARC), 
Nepal is launching for the first time in the history of commodity specific open access journal 
“Journal of Maize Research and Development” in Nepal.  It will also fill a niche that was 
hitherto unoccupied by other agricultural journals, and because there is no other journals 
dedicated exclusively to maize research and development in Nepal. It will help the scientific 
and farming communities who are directly or indirectly involved in maize research and 
development across the globe. We will publish one issue annually at the end of December 
and will contain more than ten articles on maize R&D consisting of breeding, plant 
protection, crop and soil fertility management and socio-economics. The Editorial Board is 
composed of professional researchers from NARC and other national and international 
research and educational institutions. Maize research and development studies carried-out 
within and outside the country can be retrieved from a single journal. It may help to minimize 
the duplication of works and misuse of resources in maize R&D.There might be some 
weaknesses in its quality too. We, therefore, seek constructive feedback to improve it’s 
quality in future. We also expect the higher number of articles in our future issues from 
authors and institutions. Over the next year, we also plan several new initiatives to make the 
journal more exciting, popular and useful to our readers. We assure that under the active 
collaboration of the concerned scientists and institutions, we certainly will improve the 
quality of our journal in future. 

Jiban Shrestha and Tika Bahadur Karki 
Editors-In-Chief 
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Guidelines to authors:  
The Journal of Maize Research and Development will publish original research and review 
articles related to maize research. The articles from both within and outside the country shall be 
considered for publication. Authors interested to publish their article/s in the journal are requested 
to submit with cover letter providing three copies of each manuscript written on one side of A4 
size (8.5- × 11.0-in) paper in single space (New Times Roman, Font Size 12) in MS-Word along 
with electronic copy of the manuscript. The manuscript submitted for publication in this journal is
not returned. 

Manuscript Format: All contents in article must be written in English. Papers must be an 
original work and should not be submitted elsewhere for the publication. Before submission, 
manuscripts should be reviewed critically by two peer reviewers and revised accordingly. 
Manuscript should be neatly typed, single spaced (along with tables, figures and references) on 
A4 paper with 1 inch margin at the top, bottom and left side. Manuscripts should generally be 
organized in the following order of Title and contact information, Abstract , Keywords, 
Introduction, Materials and Methods (or Methodology), Results and discussion, Conclusion, 
Acknowledgments and finally References. The maximum length of the paper must be limited to 
20 pages, including tables, graphs and references. The manuscript should be submitted to the 
Editors-in-Chief of the Journal. 

Title of the paper: The title of the paper should be clear, descriptive and informative. The first 
page should contain the full title in sentence case not exceeding 15 words. The authors' 
identification should include the author's name (do not use abbreviations), title or designation, 
organization, address, telephone, fax and email Id. 

Abstract:  The abstract should be clear, descriptive and not longer than 250 words. It should be 
citation free and should concisely state the major objective, methodology, major findings and 
conclusion but should not include diagram, footnotes, equations, or any parenthetical references. 
The font size of abstract is 10 and font is Times New Roman.  

Key words: Key words should normally 4-6 keywords 

Introduction: The introduction should be should be succinct and with no subheadings. In this 
section background information, relevant review of literature and objective of the research should 
be given. Statements must be supported by citations whenever possible. It should give appropriate 
background and explain the things that are proposed. It should include short introduction to 
justify the research and relevant reviews and state the objectives clearly (not more than 200 
words).

Materials and Methods:  
Detail information on relevant materials and methods used including sampling methods, 
experimental design, treatments, plot size and any other techniques used in research as well as the 
year and place of conducting the research should be provided. The statistical methods and tools 
used in study sould be clearly mentioned. 

Results and Discussion:
Results should be presented with clarity and precision should be written in the past tense when 
describing findings in the authors' experiments. Previously published findings should be written 
in the present tense. Results should be explained, but without referring to the literature. 
Discussion, speculation and detailed interpretation of data should not be included in the results 
but should be in the discussion section.
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Discussion should interpret the findings in view of the results obtained in this and past studies on 
the topic. State the conclusions in a few sentences at the end of the paper. The results and 
discussion sections can include subheadings. When appropriate, the two sections can be 
combined.  

Conclusion: All relevant items achieved in the researched area should be mentioned in the 
conclusion. The conclusion should be given after the results and discussion section.  

Acknowledgements: Acknowledgements, if any, should be given to funding agencies, 
organization and key person.

Reference Citation: The references should be arranged alphabetically and should follow the 
American Psychological Association (APA) style. References should also indicate the differences 
in styles for books, journals, newspapers and other published and unpublished materials. The 
references should be cited within in the body of paper; otherwise, these references must not come 
under the reference list.  

Tables: Tables should be self-explanatory. Tables should be cited consecutively in the text. 
Every table must have a descriptive title and if numerical measurements are given, the units 
should be included in the column heading. Tables should be created using the table function. 
Tables should be kept to a minimum and be designed to be as simple as possible. Tables should 
be prepared in Microsoft Word. Tables are to be typed double-spaced throughout, including 
headings and footnotes. Each table should be on a separate page, numbered consecutively with 
Arabic numerals and supplied with a title and footnotes. Tables should be self-explanatory 
without reference to the text. The details of the methods used in the experiments should be 
described in the footnotes. The same data should not be presented in both a table and a graph or 
repeated in the text. Each table with a number and proper title heading should be prepared and 
sorted appropriately. Use simple grid table without complex formatting structures. Use single (*) 
and double asterisks (**) to indicate statistical significance and have priority in this order to show 
5 and 1% levels of significance, respectively. Do not repeat information in the text presented in 
charts or graph. Use 10 font size and bold table heading. 

Figure legends: Should be typed in numerical order on a separate page. Use Arabic numerals to 
designate figure numbers and upper-case letters for their parts (Figure 1A). Begin each legend 
with a title and include sufficient description so that the figure is understandable without 
reference to the text of the manuscript. Graphics should be prepared with applications capable of 
generating high-resolution JPEG before pasting into the Microsoft Word manuscript file. 
Do not repeat data both in table and figures. Either use table, or graph or figure. Each Figure 
and/or graph with a number and the proper title heading should be drawn or prepared below the 
graph/figure.

Others: Heading: center and capitalize the main heading of the paper. Sub heading should be on 
separate line and capitalize the first letter of the first word.

Scientific names: The scientific name must be given in italic and given with authority. The first 
letter of the word of cultivar must be capitalized 

Trade or brand names: capitalize the first letter of trade or brand names 

Abbreviations: Always use abbreviations for standard units such as gram (g), kilogram (kg), 
hectare (ha), metric ton (t), milliliter (mL), liter (L), centimeter (cm), meter (m) and kilometer 
(km) 
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Periods: do not put periods after title and key words. Periods are necessary at the end of table and 
figure heading.

Formulae: All formulae and equations in the paper should be worked out by means of the 
programme ‘WORD Equation’.  The meaning of all symbols should be given immediately after 
the equation where these symbols are first used. Equations should be numbered by Arabic 
numerals, serially in brackets, at the right-hand side. Each equation must be mentioned in the text 
as Eq. (1), Eq. (2), etc. 

Page setup: Font: Times New Roman, Size: 12 points Paper: A4 size, Margin: width at 2.54 cm.  
Spacing: Single. Text Size: Not exceeding 5000 words.  

Reprints: The corresponding (first) author will receive one copy of prints free of charge to be 
shared with coauthors.

Plagiarism policy: JMRD follows the plagiarism policy. Manuscripts submitted to JMRD should 
be original and must not be plagiarized. Every submitted article is checked for plagiarism through 
PlagScan software.If plagiarism is proved after publication of the article, that article will be 
immediately withdrawn and removed from the website and the concerned authors will be 
considered ineligible for publication of their articles in JMRD in future.

Submission of undertaking: The all concerned authors are bound to submit an undertaking duly 
signed by them, which shows that this paper was not submitted elsewhere and was also not 
plagiarized.

Submission of Paper: When submitting the paper,the authors should provide the contact details 
(names, affiliations and e-mail addresses) of at least three potential reviewers. The reviewers 
should be experts in the corresponding field of research, and should be able to provide an 
objective assessment of the paper. The peer reviewers should not be from the same institutions as 
the authors of the paper. The paper must be submitted electronically to the following address

National Maize Research Program (NMRP) 
Rampur, Chitwan, Nepal 
Fax :977-56-592548 
Phone : 977-56-591001  
Cell phone : 977-9845052780 
Email : nmrp2012@gmail.com, mail@nmrp.gov.np  
Website: http://nmrp.gov.np 

Note: If the paper is accepted, the corresponding author should be asked to fill and sign the 
copyright form and then send to editorial office.
All papers are subject to security and editorial. The Editors-in-Chief or the Editorial Board do not 
take any responsibility for damage or loss of submitted papers and is not compelled to return 
unaccepted papers to the authors whatsoever. 
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